
Linlith-Go-Solar Phase 2
Community Bond Offer

A second chance to invest in our Community Bond Offer, and
bring community and climate benefits for the people of Linlithgow.

In partnership with:



Community Bond Offer

This is your chance to:

Make an environmental investment in a local, already established,
community energy enterprise project.
Buy community bonds from as little as £50.
Receive interest on bonds to be repaid either annually or at maturity.
Contribute towards the future development of clubs within the town of
Linlithgow.
Assist Linlithgow to go green and become climate friendly.
Generate a long-term funding source for local community projects to benefit
local groups and people.

Funding target

Closing date

£25,000

10th April 2020

The offer document is issued on the basis of information provided by
Linlithgow Community Development Trust (LDCT) to Scottish Communities
Finance (SCF) Ltd, a Community Benefit Society (BenCom) established and
registered with the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) under the Co-operative
and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, in 2017 (registration number 7649).
 
SCF works with communities across Scotland to pool the available financial
resources of those living and working in their communities for the mutual
benefit of those communities.
 
SCF will issue, administer and use the proceeds of the Community Bond to
extend a loan to LCDT to fund the Linlith-Go-Solar project - the purchase,
installation and operation of solar panels, battery storage and ancillary
equipment for use on identified community sites.
 
Linlith-Go-Solar will be owned and managed by LCDT in partnership  with the
local community and a local energy group. LCDT have worked closely with
Transition Linlithgow and other local groups to design the Linlith-Go-Solar
concept.



Linlithgow Community Development Trust

Linlithgow Community Development Trust (LCDT) was established in 2012 with the aim:

"To make Linlithgow a better place to live and work, through a community-led plan of action
which provides services, amenities and/or financial support to local initiatives."

Principles

To build a Community that takes
pride in and manages it's local assets
on behalf of the local community.

To capture and build community
passion, enthusiasm, ideas and skills.

 

To work closely with local people and in
partnership with local groups to
complement and not duplicate efforts.

To ensure our work is financially and
environmentally sustainable.

 

About the Trust
 
 The Trust is a company limited by guarantee with charitable status, owned by

members of the Trust. Membership is open to everyone as defined within the
Trust's constitution.
Managed by a Board of community resident Trustees/Directors.
There are regular bi-monthly meetings, an AGM and constitution in place. The
Trust is charged with ensuring that projects are delivered and operated on a
sustainable basis, with any profits reinvested back into Linlithgow.
The Directors will not gain financially from this project unless they invest in
bonds as individuals, which they are entitled to but must declare.

LCDT Board 

LCDT Company Number SC427879 Charity Number SCO45971

Linlith-Go-Solar is overseen by LCDT and is being supported by Scottish Communities
Finance Ltd who will hold, administer and help promote the bonds.



Did you know that Linlithgow has one of the highest number of solar panel
installations per head of population in Scotland? This is in part thanks to the
1299 hours of sunshine it receives per year, higher than the Scottish average!
Phase 1 of Linlith-Go-Solar took the town beyond household Solar PV systems,
to focus on solar for the benefit of the town as a whole.
 
The project successfully raised £17,000 at the end of 2018. This enabled the
installation of the pilot SolarPV panel system, on the roof of the training facility
at Linlithgow Rugby Club, on 1st May 2019. 

Linlith-Go-Solar Phase 1

As a vote of confidence in our work, and as a direct result of this pilot project,
LCDT was awarded a grant from Scottish Power Energy Networks (SPEN)
Green Economy Fund towards the next phase of our plans. This grant provides
some of the money needed for Phase 2 of Linlith-Go-Solar. However, it needs
to be match funded, which is why we are releasing a new Community Bond
offer.

The project is already ahead of
target and by November 2019,
the 55 panels had generated over
9,000 kWh of electricity. That’s
enough to power 3 average
homes for a whole year or to
drive a small electric car for about
30,000 miles – at least once round
the Equator!
 

Make a surplus to be reinvested back into the community.
Pay off our bond investors at the advertised interest rates.
Save Linlithgow Rugby Club money on their electricity bill.
Reduce our community carbon emissions.

Linlith-Go-Solar is also on track to:



Phase 2
Three New Sites for Investment:
Linlithgow Golf Club, Linlithgow

Sports Club & Linlithgow Rugby Club

New panels will be installed on the Golf Shop and the Greenkeepers Shed
at Linlithgow Golf Club, and on the roof at Linlithgow Sports Club. A

secondary system of solar panels will be installed at Linlithgow Rugby Club.
We are also delighted to be supported by Party at the Palace and Loop

Connections in offsetting carbon emissions from the annual festival
through our solar systems.



Linlithgow Golf Club

Established in 1913,
Linlithgow Golf Course
overlooks the Royal Burgh
of Linlithgow, situated within
farmland and hillside of the
surrounding area. It offers
stunning views of the Ochil
Hills, Union Canal and Forth
Valley. 

The Community
 
The club is keen to engage further with the community of Linlithgow and protect
the future generation of the club and the town. Community-based projects, with
a focus on the environment, are at the heart of this, and so Linlith-Go-Solar
provides a fantastic opportunity. The ethos within the club is very much about
being green and encouraging sustainability, where possible, to help the planet
and ensure the younger members and future generations can thrive.

The club has a thriving membership, with over 500 playing and social members.
It is a family-friendly, open golf club which is keen to promote junior golf and is
also encourage ladies to get into, or back into golf. The course is mature, well
maintained and challenging but suitable for all skill levels. There are a variety of
membership options and the pro-shop provides coaching as well as a full range
of facilities. The club is open to visiting parties and the clubhouse also offers a
welcoming and friendly environment for members and guests to enjoy drinks
and dining.

Your investment will finance the installation of new PV Solar Panels at
Linlithgow Golf Club.



The Community
 
Linlithgow Sports Club is delighted to team up with the Linlith-Go-Solar project.
Our Sports Club is a community based facility, with members ranging from ages
5 to 80. This project is a great way for our club to be more environmentally
friendly as well as being able to help the wider community of Linlithgow.
Sustainable energy and other green projects will hopefully set a good example
for all our members. We are excited to be involved and wish the whole project
great success for many years to come.
 
 

Linlithgow Sports Club

Linlithgow Sports Club is a
not-for-profit club owned by
its members and is a
registered Community
Amateur Sports Club.
 
The club was founded in
1982 and offers multi sports
activities to more than 400
members in Linlithgow and
the surrounding areas.

The sports club is organised with three sports sections offering outdoor bowls,
squash/racketball and tennis. Facilities include 4 floodlit all weather tennis
courts, 2 squash courts and a top quality bowling green. Each section of the club
encourages players of all levels, offers coaching, club leagues and team
competition.

Your investment will finance the installation of new PV Solar Panels at
Linlithgow Sports Club.



Linlithgow Rugby Club Phase 2

Linlithgow Rugby Club was
established in 1922. It has
over 350 junior and senior
playing members, from the
age of 2 (Tiny Reds) to 70+
(Walking Rugby).
 
The club is firmly rooted in
the local community and it
provides over 40 qualified
coaches to cover all age
groups in the town. 

The Community
 
As a community club, used by many organisations in the town, we are very
supportive of the work of Linlithgow Community Development Trust.
 
Seven years ago, on the back of an external energy audit, we invested in a
biomass boiler for our heating and hot water. Last year we were delighted to be
involved in LCDT’s pilot solar project and we are looking forward to take the
partnership further with Phase 2.
 

The club has a function room with bar, changing rooms, an indoor 3G training
facility, gym and 2 full size pitches.
 
Following the success of Linlith-Go-Solar Phase 1, Linlithgow Rugby Club want to
further the environmental and economic benefits of the project.

Your investment will finance the installation of new PV Solar Panels at
Linlithgow Rugby Club.



1.    You can invest for a minimum of 5 years. Your investment will be paid back   
       with interest.
2.    Three bond options are available as per Table B.
3.    Applications from local people and businesses will be prioritised.
4.    Applications for bonds must be made to Scottish Communities Finance Ltd
       and must paid in full on application. Payment can be made via BACs, PayPal
       or cheque.
5.    This is a long-term investment, community bonds cannot be sold, 
       transferred or redeemed early. The priority of the BenCom is the long-term
       interests of the society and the need to maintain prudent financial reserves.
6.    In the event of the community bond offer being oversubscribed, the Board
       reserves the right to reduce the allocation of bonds on the basis of a 
       equitable formula.
7.    The face value or each bond cannot increase beyond their nominal value of
       £50.00. However the value may fall if the project makes a loss and bonds 
       may be repaid at less than face value.
8.    Anyone aged 16 or above can buy bonds.
9.    Companies can also purchase bonds.
10. The closure date for the Community Bond Offer is 10th April 2020. At the
       discretion of the Board, the offer may close early if the full amount is 
       raised.

Community Bond Offer - The Finances

Table A: Key Information

Offer Status: Open Min Investment: £50

Offer Closes: Friday 10th April

Product: Mini Bonds

Investment time: 5yrs/8yrs/11 yrs

Max Investment: None

Offer Price per Bond: £50

Full Target to Raise: £25,000

Subject of Offer: 
Community of Linlithgow and other interested parties.

What happens if the
Bond Offer doesn’t
succeed?

 
In the event of raising at
least 90% of the funds
required, we will extend
the opening period for a
few further weeks to try
and meet the target raise.



Investment £1,000.00 £500.00 £50.00

Term ReturnInterest % Return Return

5 years £1,051.011% £525.51 £52.55

8 years £1,126.491.5% £563.25 £56.32

11 years £1,210.261.75% £605.134 £60.51

Installation
 
Linlith-Go-Solar has secured a short term bridging loan to allow installation of the solar PV
panels to commence from the end of February 2020. Installation needs to be complete by
27th March 2020 for sites to be eligible for the Feed-In tariff. Investment raised by the Bond
Offer will pay off the expensive bridging loan and ensure better returns to the community
and the clubs.
 
The Security of your bonds
 
A Community Benefit Society is registered with, but not regulated by, the Financial Conduct
Authority. The Bond Offer is not covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme
and investors have no recourse to the Financial Ombudsman. Like any investment, your
money is at risk. You should therefore only every invest as much as you are prepared to lose.

Community Bond Offer - The Finances

Table B: Investment Terms & Returns

(Based on full capital and interest invested until maturity date).
Linlith-Go-Solar are pleased to be able to offer an increased interest rate for all investments,
compared with the first Community Bond offer.



Benefits to the Community

Why Invest?

Community

Invest in Linlithgow's very own
community energy enterprise
committed to making the town
climate friendly.
Progress the vision to become
the first community in Scotland
generating 100% of its energy
locally.
Profits from the project are
reinvested back into the
community to support local
projects.

Social

Support local clubs to become
sustainable and able to offer
better benefits to members.
Provide grants to local charities
to deliver more social activities
to residents.
Ensure the town becomes more
vibrant, connected and resilient.

Environmental

Reduce the
environmental impact of
community sites across the
town.
Offset carbon emissions in the
town by utilising solar panels.
Assist the town to become
energy self sufficient.

Financial

Local clubs will get electricity at a
lower price.
Money gets re-circulated in the
local economy for local benefit.
Opportunity for an ethical
investment into the community.

This project is also being supported by Local Energy Scotland through the Scottish
Government's Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) and Scottish Power
Energy Networks Green Economy Fund. The funding and technical support from the
above organisations, as well as Locogen, acting as technical consultants and AES Solar,
our installation partners, has allowed our small group of LCDT volunteers to make this
project happen. 
 
Linlith-Go-Solar are also currently researching the economic viability and
environmental sustainability of battery storage as an addition to our Solar PV
installations.



For more information and to 
apply online please visit 

Deadline for application is Friday 10th April 2020.

For more information contact
Neil Barnes LCDT Director & Linlith-Go-Solar Project Lead

energy@trust-linlithgow.org.uk or 07827 294879.

Support Linlith-Go-Solar to create cheaper, greener,
accessible local supplies of electricity, owned and run by

the community. 

NOTE: Like any investment, your money is at risk and you should
therefore only ever invest as much as you are prepared to lose.

https://scotcomfinance.scot/community-bonds-
Linlith-Go-SolarPhs2


