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Trustees’ Annual Report
For the Year Ended 31st March 2017
The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report together with the
financial statements and the independent examiner’s report for the year ended
31st March 2017

Reference & Administrative Information
Charity Name
Transition Linlithgow
Charity No
SC042123
Address
C/o Stuart Andrew (Treasurer), 53 Acredales, Linlithgow, West Lothian, EH49
6HY
2016-17 Trustees

2017-18 Trustees

Alan Brown
Pamela Barnes
Allan Hill
Stuart Andrew

Alan Brown
Pamela Barnes
Neil Barnes
Sue Friel
Stuart Andrew
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Structure Governance & Management
Constitution
Transition Linlithgow is an unincorporated association and is administered in
accordance with the terms of its constitution. The members elect a
management committee from nominations at the annual general meeting.
Appointment of Trustees
The trustees are appointed at the AGM. Appointment is in accordance with the
constitution by vote of the members present.
Management
The trustees are responsible for the strategic direction and governance of
Transition Linlithgow.

Objectives & Activities
Charitable purposes
To advance environmental protection and improvement, community
development and associated skills and education in Linlithgow, Linlithgow
Bridge and surrounding area, supporting and encouraging a transition to a low
carbon, environmentally sustainable and resilient future.
Activities
•

To hold AGM and assign board members

•

To deliver a members’ survey and to develop an updated strategy.

•

To continue to support member-led initiatives which align with our core
aims, and to explore new projects.
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Chairman’s Report on Activities

Report from the Chair - 2016-2017
As ever with Transition Linlithgow (TL) it is a great pleasure to look back through diary entries, photographs,
social media posts and other items to summarise the this last year for you.
I have selected just a few highlights from 2017-18 below and a more detailed report on the following pages.
* Vennel Food Themed display
* Participating in a Transition Scotland gathering up in Black Isle
* Obtaining CCF Development Grant and using this to research the viability of community-led solar
energy company
* Learning about wild foods with Andrew and Margaret Lear
* Discovering that local home owners were already investing in solar-battery storage tech.
My thanks to each and everyone of our members, supporters, volunteers and partners who have helped
maintain TL’s place as the primary organisation in town helping to make our community more sustainable and
resilient.
Thanks in particular to Pamela, Stuart and Allan who have helped to maintain the heart of TL and have
injected fresh energy, ideas and fun into our organisation and hosted many meetings in their homes and to
Anne for our book-keeping stats.
We are now in our 6th year as a registered Scottish Charity (reg: Feb2011). 9 years since we first came
together as LCC.
I’m sure you will join with me in thanking everyone and continuing your support. It has been a pleasure to be
your Chair and to watch over another great year of action and progress.
Alan Brown
Chair
Transition Linlithgow 2016-2017
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Photo of our Solar Survey prize draw winners. £50 BIDS vouchers each to spend in local
shops. This will be posted in the Gazette on Friday 26th May and we’ll also post on social
media.
Our annual activities in a little more detail.
Food & Gardening
As ever, our Food and Gardening team set themselves a tough challenge for the Vennel bed. To try and
illustrate the proportions of a more sustainable diet in flowers, fruit and vegetables - with a few props too.
The team came up with the idea of a semi-oval shape split into pie slices representing fruit, meat, fish,
vegetables, dairy, etc. See the photos below for some of the construction work and the final result with display
board.
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Passers by might have spotted the silver fish with woven tail or perhaps a bright juicy begonia steak! some
spilt milk from a milk-milds bucket and a couple of chickens - one laying a woven egg! And it wasn't just for
show. We even yielded some produce including: Potatoes, Beetroot, carrots, kale, parsley, etc.
A fantastic result and yet another year of using this flower bed in the centre of town to raise awareness of an
important topic. We consume far too much meat and the land and processing, water consumption for
producing meat is quite staggering. Those interested in more details might like to watch the film

COWSPIRACY. Perhaps one for a future film festival.
Thanks to Kirsty, Mel, Corinne, Jacqui, Sheila and Moira with a little help from me on the construction side
of things.
—————
You would imagine that’s plenty for 1 year on a food & gardening focus, but far from it. We also hosted:
* A Wild Food Foraging Guided Tour with help from our friends Andrew and Margaret Lear which was well
attended and enjoyed by all. Lots of interesting natural foods right on our doorstep.
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* Supported LADAS with their Annual Seed Potato Day where we had information and small bags of good
quality peat-free compost and also our Solar Survey.
* Hired out our Apple press. Photo above shows a bumper harvest and no doubt lots of fresh juice and perhaps
some home-brew cider too.
Sadly it wasn’t all good news as a building contractor who was working to make improvements at the Leisure
centre opted to drive his digger truck around and between all of our maturing orchard trees compressing the
soils and damaging one of the trees quite badly. Needless to say they were advised of the damage and asked to
plant a replacement and apologise which they did. NOT an example of sustainable construction we want to
see in our town.
Active Travel & Air Quality
We held a number of focus meetings on Active Travel and Air Quality and
continued our efforts to put forward some ideas that the council could support to
improve the quality of our air and also to encourage an increase in walking and
cycling whilst reducing car journeys.
Working with Deborah who was working for WLC, we co-produced an updated
town map with the help of Tim Smith and this has proven very popular. Copies
were sent with the Black Bitch magazine to all households and bundles were made
available through the library, train station, Burgh Halls and BIDs office.
More have been printed and can be used with future events.
Deborah also produced an excellent Linlithgow Active Travel Plan which is in
draft format and is being reviewed by our cycling team before WLC then put it out
for public consultation. This document highlights a wide range of improvements
that could be made to paths, pavements, roads, bus-stops, bike racks, etc to support a progressive shift to
walking and cycling. Hopefully in time WLC will act upon some of the content of the report and upgrade our
path networks to be safe routes to use and share.
The new ramp at the leisure centre is very popular and just recently Scottish Canals have resurfaced and
widened the towpath east and west of the town for quite a few miles so there’s no excuse not to get out and
enjoy this great ‘level’ car free route across town. Some may also have noticed that Cellars/Sellars Path has
also been upgraded with new tarmac and lighting making this another core path improvement in town. Well
done to the folks who’ve financed, designed and also constructed these new routes. Perhaps next we can get a
good ramp onto the canal for folks near the Springfield end of town.
Energy Conservation and Renewables
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Continuing to monitor the town’s electricity and gas consumption shows us that annual data points continue to
decline which is good with perhaps a need to focus on electricity consumption once again as it’s edging up a
little in 2015 [latest data UK Gov will supply].
We continue to offer free impartial home energy conservation advice and Neil has been out with our Thermal
Camera and talking to households on the various options they can take. We’ve even given a little advice to our
friends at Fauldhouse CDT.
On renewables, we gave 18 households advice, 5 commercial organisations, 2 public buildings, 2 NHS related
buildings, a church and a church hall. One land-owner was also interested in a field based array.
Our thanks to Neil and James for their excellent support and ability to answer many questions posted by our
community on energy conservation and renewables.
Linlithgow remains highly regarded on our past success on promoting energy matters and this may blossom
next year as we develop a community benefit society (co-op for the benefit of the community and not just
members). For now we are calling this Linlithgow Community Energy Society LCES. We’ve already
received £1,500 grant from the Climate Challenge Fund to investigate the viability and interest within our
community to develop such a project, which culminated in a Solar Survey with over 200 responses and a
detailed report which James produced to assess some of the legal, financial, educational, ethical and technical
aspects of developing a Solar project.
We will be announcing more on this in due course once we have formed a steering team to take key steps
forward to the first investment and installation phase.
Interestingly there are also now 3x TESLA battery systems installed in Linlithgow, each tied to a solar system
so we are seeing the first wave of a shift towards more distributed energy
grids. That and a growth in the number of battery powered cars is clearly
showing that change is taking place, that prices are coming down and
soon we’ll look back and wonder why we carried on for so many years
with clunky, costly polluting combustion engined cars and needing a
national power grid for all our energy needs. The next generation will
look back and laugh at our old technology. Remember 8mm cine film,
35mm photo film, VHS? Betamax?, CD’s, DVD’s… the future is very
exciting from a technical perspective.
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Other highlights from 2016/17:
• Javier kindly prepared some slides and presented a few evenings worth of information on Climate
Change and Consumption.
• TL were represented at a Transition Scotland gathering up in the Black Isle, where we met folks over a
long weekend from TBI and toured their community allotments and weekend food market which was
excellent and put our own market to shame. Lots of lovely folks up in Black Isle with their own
challenges of fighting off ship-to-ship oil transfers and other local issues
• TL were represented at the CCF Gathering and SCCAN Gathering.
• Held initial discussions with stakeholders (LCDT, BIDS and Town Centre manager) about EH49 Food
getting involved in creating a better community-led market and have been watching the development of
Stirling and Bathgate Food Assemblies, attended a Food event in Edinburgh and are also in talks with the
people behind the Open Food Network.
• Linlithgow Cycle Action Group were involved in the Big Bike Revival events with LCDT - manned stall
at Vennel on 2 Saturdays giving out cycle maps and route advice.
• Emila Hannah from FOE Scotland gave us an excellent talk on Air Quality.
• Ryan helped to replace the fading FREECYCLE sign at the council recycling centre.
• We trailed the Scottish Government’s Climate Conversations toolkit at one of our monthly meetings.
• Worked with Burgh Beautiful to clean up litter from the Doomsdale woodland path.
• Participated in Love-2-Ride competition (and our Chair won an electric bike!)
• Continued our research into a Linlithgow Library of Stuff
• TL responded to WLC re Vennel development guidance draft document which will soon be open for
wider public consultation.
Our Vision
We see a future for our town.
A Caring community. Valuing and protecting every aspect of our community equally. People, plantlife,
wildlife, air, water and soils.
A Sharing community. Respecting our natural and finite resources. Not consuming anything which
would harm future generations to come. A place where skills and knowledge are shared as much as
tools and other common items.
A strong community Building a resilient economy. Supporting a range of new social enterprises where
sustainability is embedded in their core objectives from the outset. A place with a more localised
economy. A place with strong cross-community links, an inclusive culture with healthy and engaged
people.
Many thanks to everyone who helps and supports Transition Linlithgow and all that we do each year.
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2016/17 will be an exciting year ahead and we have created a short leaflet to give you a flavour of some of the
activities we might get involved in next year.
Please join in and help to make this transition to a cleaner future enjoyable and rewarding.
Thanks
Alan
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Financial Review
The main sources of income are donations including income from hiring out the
thermal imaging camera and apple press (£111) and grants (£1,500). Unlike last
year, TL received no trading income related to the Food Co-Op project.
The main ongoing expenses relate to venue hire/marketing for meetings and
community engagement projects (£290) and office costs (£202). Individual
projects (primarily consultants fees for a community energy project (£1,500),
local food supplier survey (£1,000) and local bus study (£500)) made up the
bulk of the remaining expenses.
Receipts totaled £1,667 (2016: £5,205), primarily a grant of £1,500 for the
community energy project, and payments for the year totaled £3,932 (2016:
£5,651).
A deficit of £2,265 was funded from reserves.
Reserves Policy
Transition Linlithgow intend to hold reserves only at the minimum level
sufficient to maintain activities. At 1st April 2017, the charity held £2,399 at the
bank and the Trustees consider this to be appropriate to allow them to further
the aims of the charity at this time.

Plans for Future Periods
The trustees plan to continue to develop the charity to support and develop
initiatives to help our local community to be more resilient and sustainable,
focusing on energy, food, waste and active travel.
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Independent Examiner’s Report for the Year Ended 31st March
2017
I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2017 which are
set out on pages 14 to 17.
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act
2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The charity trustees
consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the 2006 Accounts
Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as
required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters
have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts
Regulations. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.
Independent examiner’s qualified statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention other than
that disclosed below.
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the
requirements: • to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of
the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations • to prepare
accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

12

The matter that has come to my attention is as follows:
Charities Accounts Regulations (Scotland) 2006 require charities
sufficient to:

to keep records

•

show and explain the transactions of the charity and
position of the charity at any time; and

which disclose the financial

•

contain entries showing from day to day all sums of money received and spent by
the charity and the source or application of those monies.

In my report on the 2014-15 financial statements I noted that the dependence on
retrospective bank statement analysis, rather than ongoing maintenance of a cash
book, was insufficient to fully meet the requirement set out above.
My recommendation that a cash book should be maintained was accepted and
implemented by the charity but, due to the timing of my report, was only applied to
the final months of the period covered by the 2015-16 financial statements. The
charity has stated its intention to maintain a cash book throughout the 2017-18
period.
Name: Graham Foster
Relevant Professional qualification/professional body: The Chartered Institute of
Public Finance and Accountability (CIPFA)
Address: 24 Wallace Brae Rise, Reddingmuirhead, Falkirk, FK2 0GD
Date:
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Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year Ended 31st
March 2017

Restricted
Funds

Unrestricted
Funds

Receipts
1010
1020
1030
1040
1050

Donations
Legacies
Grants
Fund raising
Trading (Projects)

1060
1070

Investments
Other

96
0
0
0
15
0

Unrestricted
Funds

Payments
Stock (Trading)

0

Equipment
Assets

0

Marketing
Staffing
Consultant fees
Travel
Subsistence
Room hire
Equipment hire
Gifts
Other
Grants and donations
Professional Fees
Rent rates etc
Subscriptions
Office costs
Tax
Website

0
0
1,500
0
0

56

0
0

167

1,500

Restricted
Funds
0
0
0

0
215
0
1,500
56
65
75
0
0
387
0
0
0
30
104
0
0
2,432

0
0
1,500
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1,500
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Total
2017

Total
2016

96

393
0
0
0
4,761

0
1,500
0
15
0
56

2
50

1,667

5,205

Total
2017
0

Total
2016

0

51
0

0
215
0
3,000
56
65
75
0
0
387
0
0
0
30
81
0
0
3,932

4011

73
0
0
0
0
393
0
65
482
250
0
0
25
301
0
0
5,651

Statement of Balances – As at 31st March 2017
Funds Reconciliation
Cash at bank & In Hand 31 March 2016

Surplus/-Deficit for the year
Cash at bank & In Hand 31 March 2017
Bank & Cash Balances
Bank balance

Other Assets
Apple Laptop
Projector & spare bulb
Screen for Projector
Kyocera Laser Printer (B+W) & toner
Thermal Imaging Camera
Apple Press (green) + Masher
2-Ring Cooking Hob
2x Hot Water Thermos Flasks
2x Hot Water Urns (one with a dent)
1x Small Folding Table
Energy Smart Meters
Apple Pruning Equipment
Jam Pans 2x
Apple Corers 2x
2x Sail Flags
Folding blue 6 panel display board
Large Banner
White Office Telephone
Bike Trailer Box
Wind Speed Meter
Trees

Liabilities

-2265
2399

Restricted
Funds
0
0
0

2399

0

Unrestricted
Funds
4664

Total
2017

Total
2017

2399

Total
2016
5013
-446
4567

2399

4567

4664
-2265

Total
2016

1178

1178

691
148
201
3,565
530
35
101
30
90
151
172
172
20
285
148
60
25
350
176
465
8593

691
148
201
3,565
530
35
101
30
90
151
172
172
20
285
148
60
25
350
176
465
8593
0

0

Approved by the trustees on 26/5/17 and signed on their behalf by: Alan Brown
Chair

Stuart Andrew
Treasurer
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Notes to the Accounts – For the Year Ended 31st March 2017
1 Basis of Accounting
These accounts have been prepared on the Receipts & Payments basis in accordance
with the Charities & Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).
Assets are valued at purchase price.

2 Nature and purpose of funds
Unrestricted funds are those that may be used at the discretion of the trustees in
furtherance of the objects of the charity. The trustees maintain a single unrestricted
fund for the day-to-day running of the charity. Restricted funds may only be used for
specific purposes. Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are
raised for specific purposes.

3 Related Party Transactions
TL prefers donations to be made electronically, normally via Paypal. Where this is
impractical, cash donations are logged by the treasurer, paid into an individual
Trustee’s current account and transferred electronically to Transition Linlithgow’s
bank account.

4 Gifts, Grants & Donations Made
No gifts, grants or donations were made by TL.

5. Cost Attribution
All costs, project or otherwise, have been allocated to numerical cost codes
(e.g. marketing) whether project-specific or not.
6. Recommendation of Independent Examiner
In his report on the 2015 accounts the independent examiner recommended
improvements in monitoring of pending transactions. The recommendations
were made too late to implement a system for all 2017 transactions. As an
interim measure, we improved information sharing about payments
made/received, and for 2018 have introduced a formal system for recording
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and sharing to allow full reconciliation.
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